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Confronting a Global Threat: ISIS

The Middle East is a complex, diverse place with a beautiful history and a fascinating and sometimes frightening modern-day narrative.  Keeping up with the ever-changing current events can be overwhelming and confusing.  Nonetheless, it’s important as both a citizen of the USA and a citizen of the world that we try to educate ourselves about the current events and headlines coming from the Middle East each day.   Today you will research ISIS and extremism in the Middle East.  You will then act as a member of the president’s cabinet offering analysis and advice for how to deal with the threat of extremism that has cropped up in the post-Arab Spring Middle East.  
1. Read and annotate the article, “How Arab Spring Opened the Door to Terrorism’s Ugly March.”

a. After reading the section titled, “Arab Spring Devolves into Terrorist Winter,” explain the three reasons that terrorist groups have been able to grow since the Arab Spring:
b. After reading the section title, “Today’s Landscape,” explain how ISIS intimidates citizens to support them:
c. According to this article, what does ISIS want?  

d. What frightening practices does ISIS support under Sharia Law?

e. How do you think the moderate Muslims in this area feel about ISIS? 

2. What questions do you have at this point about ISIS and terrorism?  Write your questions below and try to answer them as you research today.  
3. Use the back of this sheet and the websites linked on the class website to investigate each of the topics.  You may use google once you’ve exhausted the websites provided.  You may record your notes in bullets or complete sentences—these are your notes to help you prepare for our simulation next block in which you will report your research, analyze the facts, debate and advise on how the USA should deal with the threat of ISIS. 

RESEARCHING ISIS 
	1. The rise of ISIS—how and why has ISIS grown since the Arab Spring?

	2. What does ISIS want and what tactics are they using to get it?  

	2. How does ISIS differ from other extremist groups in the region?

	4. How have mainstream Muslims been affected by the rise of ISIS and the terrorism they employ?  How do these moderate Muslims feel about ISIS?

	4. What is going on in specifically Syria and Iraq? 

	6. What questions do you have and/or what other important information have you discovered?


7. What role has the USA played in dealing with ISIS so far?  
8. What points/advice do you want to make sure you bring up in the simulation today?
