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World Studies

Story Time: The Role of Geography in Human Progress

Guns, Germs and Steel Children’s Book Assessment 

At the foundation of the Guns, Germs and Steel theory is geography’s role in human progress.  This is a crucial concept to understanding the story of human history.  The role geography has played in human development is, in essence, simple to understand.  
With this in mind, you and a partner will create a simple children’s book that tells the story of geography in human history.
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Standards:

Historical Perspectives
Geography 
World Perspectives
Grammar & Conventions
All writing should be in your own words and accurately represent the story of Guns, Germs, and Steel.  You should tell the story in a simple way so that a young child could understand it.
· You story must include the key details from Guns, Germs and Steel.

· You must demonstrate an understanding of geography’s role in human development.
· Be creative! Each page should have some sort of decoration or illustration. The pictures should relate to or help explain what is being said on the page. 
· The text should be clearly printed and easy to read. 
· Pages should be numbered.
· Children’s books often rhyme, use repetition, alliteration or other literary techniques to teach children.  Consider creative ways to convey the information.  
USE THIS PAGE TO PLAN YOUR CHILDREN’S BOOK 
Your book must include the following elements:





A cover page


Title


Bylines


Picture(s) 





Pages 1-2


What is Yali’s question?  What is Yali really asking? 


	 


Pages 3-4


Before farming, people around the world were living similar lives.  Describe life during this time of equity.


A time of equity: when everyone was equal, before farming.  Hunters &  gatherers.





Pages 5-6


Agricultural Revolution—What is it and why does it matter?


Domestication - farming begins all over the world


Domestication of animals 





Pages 7-8


Geographical Luck—The people who were lucky had three things: 


Productive plants/crops


Animals that can be domesticated for human use 


An east-west shaped continent or land mass


Explain the significance of having these three things.  





Pages 9-10


Geographically Unlucky - Papua New Guinea (and other places)


Taro and sago (unproductive, inefficient crops)


No beasts of burden - only pigs





Pages 11-12


From Tools to Cities—Having a food surplus gave people more time. How did having more time, lead to complex civilization? (Tools, government, religion, art, roads, technology, etc.)





Pages 13-14


Conclusion—How does geography explain why there are “haves” and “have nots” and why the world is unequal today?


EACH PERSON WRITES THEIR OWN PARAGRAPH IN RESPONSE TO THIS QUESTION.  Glue these in on pages 13 and 14.  DO NOT forget a proper heading on these paragraphs.  











