Absolutism, Enlightenment, and Revolution


Absolutism
· the political belief that one ruler should hold unlimited power (absolute power) in his/her country
· was popular among European monarchs from the 16th to the 18th centuries

· Ex.  Louis XIV, Tsar Peter the Great, King Henry VIII
· Absolute monarchs believed in divine right:

· the idea that the monarch rules on behalf of God and answers only to Him

How Absolutism Developed:

· After feudalism declined at the end of the Middle Ages, all the power centralized in the monarchs as the power of the Church declined and national kingdoms grew along with a middle class which supported those monarchs.
· During the 17th century, religious and territorial conflicts between states led to almost continuous warfare, which caused monarchs to build huge armies and raise taxes to pay for them.

· The heavier taxes led to additional unrest and peasant revolts, which caused the monarchs to increase their power (by regulating many areas of daily life such as religious worship and social gatherings, creating new government bureaucracies, and limiting the power and influence of the nobility and representative bodies).

Louis XIV (1643-1715)
· the most powerful ruler in French history
· demonstrated absolute monarchy by
· excluding nobles from his councils, thus weakening their influence

· making France’s economy self-sufficient (France didn’t have to depend on other countries)
· using government money to patronize the arts, which glorified the king and promoted values that supported his rule
· using France’s military to expand his kingdom
The Enlightenment
· the intellectual movement of the 17th and 18th centuries that stressed reason and science and the power of individuals to solve problems in people’s lives 

· The Enlightenment produced new ideas about the way governments should be run.

· also known as the Age of Reason

· was a result of the Scientific Revolution

Causes of the Enlightenment
· The Scientific Revolution inspired new ways of thinking and viewing the world.

· These new ways of thinking further prompted scholars and philosophers to begin reevaluating old notions about other aspects of society, such as government, religion, economics, and education.
· The Enlightenment spread throughout Europe via:

· salons—social gatherings hosted by wealthy women where philosophers, writers, artists, and other great intellects met to discuss ideas

· Denis Diderot’s Encyclopedia:  a set of books to which leading scholars contributed articles and essays

· coffee houses

· newspapers

· pamphlets

· political songs

Long-Term Effects of the Enlightenment:

· Belief in Progress:

· The successes of the Scientific Revolution gave people the confidence that human reason could solve social problems and reform society:  the end of slavery, greater social equality, democratic governments, etc.

· A More Secular Outlook:

· People learned to view their world from a scientific perspective and explain it mathematically.

· They sought to reform religion by trying to rid the superstition and fear from it and promote religious tolerance.

· The Importance of the Individual:

· People became more self-reliant, using their own reason to decide right from wrong.

· People began to question every aspect of life and society.

The Impact of the Enlightenment on Government: 

· Many monarchs embraced the ideas of Enlightenment thinkers and ruled according to those ideas.

· enlightened despots:  monarchs who ruled justly and respected the rights of their subjects; wanted to make their countries stronger and their own rule more effective (Ex. Frederick II of Prussia, Catherine the Great of Russia)
REVOLUTIONS: In other countries where rulers refused to adopt Enlightenment ideas, citizen-led revolutions led to the creation of new governments which were governed according to Enlightenment principles (Ex. England, United States, France).
[image: image1.png]


Fill in the Brains!

Absolutism vs. Enlightenment
1. Read and annotate the opposite side of this handout.
2. Considering each of the Key Concepts, complete the Venn Diagram that answers the question: WHAT WOULD AN ABSOLUTE MONARCH or ENLIGHTNMENT THINKER BELIEVE ABOUT ___________________.
3. On page ___, draw the head/brain of an Absolute Monarch.  On page ___, draw the head/brain of an Enlightenment Thinker/Revolutionary.  
4. Fill in the BRAINS!!!  Using the Key Concepts as your guide, fill in the brains of each person.  Consider shape, size, location, title, symbols/pictures, and brain verbiage (cortex, lobe, area, center, artery, hemisphere, stem, gland, etc.)
5. REMEMBER THIS SHOULD REFLECT YOUR UNDERSTANING OF ABSOLUTISM AND ENLIGHTENMENT. 


KEY CONCEPTS:


Divine right


Natural rights


Constitution


Informed/educated citizens


Visions for the future


Power—who, how, shape?


Separation of church and state


Balance of power/branches of government (legislative, judicial, executive)


Due process (right to lawyer, trial by jury)


Popular sovereignty (look it up)


Freedom of press/speech


Views on taxes—from whom, how money is used


Republic/democracy 


Other ideas…?





Enlightenment Thinker/ Revolutionary 





Absolute Monarch
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