Brain Project!

The purpose of this project is to familiarize you with the structures of the human brain and their functions.  You may work with a partner or individually.  If working with partners, it is my expectation that students will divide the workload evenly! You should choose ONE of the following for your project:

	Brain Mobile 

Directions:  Trace your head! (on desk or shadow from an overhead)  The tracing will be used as a template (model) for a mobile you will create.  This is an individual assignment only!

One side of the mobile should display the following:  

· Frontal Lobe, Parietal Lobe, Occipital Lobe, Temporal Lobe,   Motor cortex, Wernicke’s area, Broca’s area, Sensory cortex 

· Each Brain part should be labeled and represented with a picture/drawing that indicates the function of the anatomy

Opposite side of the mobile should display the following:

· Thalamus, Hypothalamus, Cerebellum, Reticular Activating system/Reticular Formation, Medulla, Brain stem, Limbic system, Corpus callosum, Pituitary Gland, Cerebral Cortex 

· Each Brain part should be labeled and represented with a picture/drawing that indicates the function of the anatomy

· Organization, aesthetics, legibility, creativity will be considered


	Interactive Brain Book 

Directions:  You will create a story that illustrates and explains how the brain works.  You will need to include all brain parts listed on the back of the page and 5 interactive elements in your book.  Keep in mind your story should be suitable and appropriate for an elementary age students.  You should be creative in explaining the function brain structures you choose. This assignment may be completed individually or in groups.
Criteria to include:

· You must identify and explain the major functions the brain.  .  In addition to the story book illustrations you should have a brain map that indicates where the brain structure is located.  

· The story book must contain at least 5 interactive elements (pop-up, slides, lift-up doors, use of textures and sounds, etc) 

· Your book must be aesthetically pleasing, easy to read, and well organized.  Be creative on the design and illustrations of your story.  Include a cover.  



	Songtastic-Brain Song 

Directions:  You will write a song about the brain.  Your brain song lyrics can be written to a popular song or entirely created. You must include all structures listed on the back of the page.

Grading Rubric:

· Song includes brain parts and a clear example of what that brain part controls

· Song is performed in class via live performance, DVD,  etc.  (You may tape your performance in advance)  The song must last at least 1 minute

· Lyrics to the song are appropriate, accurate, and E-MAILED to Ms. Hofmann.  You will also need to turn in a hard copy. Effort and creativity must be evident


	3-D Model of the Human Brain

Directions: When making your model, the choice of materials is up to you, but it must be able to be transported to the classroom without spilling, leaking, falling apart, or otherwise making a mess.  You  must include all structures listed on the back of the page. 
Possible materials include: 

· Styrofoam
· Modeling clay 
· Papier-mâché 

· If you have the baking/cooking skills, you could even bake a “brain cake”, or some sort of “food brain”!

Feel free to be creative in the materials, as long as it’s 3-D and can show the inside and outside! Your brain must be accurately shaped and properly labeled.
VERY IMPORTANT:  Since you must be able to accurately label the entire brain, it will need to “split open” in some way to allow us to see the interior structures of the brain.  Brain must be at least 6 inches long x 3 inches wide x 4 inches high.  On the due date, you will bring in your fully-labeled model. 



Parts of the Brain to Label:
1. medulla 

2. pons 

3. reticular formation 

4. cerebellum 

5. thalamus 

6. hypothalamus 

7. amygdala 

8. hippocampus 

9. corpus callosum 

10. right hemisphere
11. left hemisphere 

12. cerebral cortex 

13. frontal lobe 

14. parietal lobe 

15. temporal lobe
16. occipital lobe 

17. motor cortex 

18. somatosensory cortex 

19. Broca’s area 

20. Wernicke’s area
Be sure to consider grouping things together appropriately.  
Example: the brain stem, the limbic system, the cerebral cortex, hemispheres, etc.
DUE: October 28th 

