Annotating and Written Response
As a part of this course, you will be reading many supplemental materials.  Almost every time you will be asked to annotate the reading and write a response to what you read.  Annotating can be a difficult habit to form, but it is an important way to actively think as you read the material.  Studies show that students who annotate as they read do much better recalling the information they read.  If you can master this habit in high school, your college courses will feel much easier.

Annotating means:

· [image: image1.jpg]


Underlining the main ideas and important quotes

· Circling words you do not know

· Boxing   important people and dates
· Taking notes in the margin:
 ? = question or unsure of meaning
* = important
[ ] = paraphrase
# = info, statistic or research
___= new vocabulary
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When you finish reading and annotating the passage, write a 2-3 sentences which summarize the main idea of the entire piece.  Bullet a few details the author uses to support the main idea. Draw a box  arounaround this summary!
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